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A Summary
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Tsjgaru is 2 new apple variety introduced by the Aomeri Apple Experiment Station. This
variety matures in the season of Meclntosh, about 30 days after American Summer Pearmain
and 20 days before Redgold, and so it has been tested as a variety harvested between these
two varieties. ‘'The trees are not as productive as Mclntosh, but the fruits are of the best

dessert and keeping quality of all the vatrieties harvested in this seasomn.

1. Origin
Tsugaru originated from the cross of Golden Delicious ¥ unknown variety (the label was
lost) made in 1930. It was selected from a population of 4 seedlings in 1943 and has since

been tested as Golden-unknown, and also under the secedling number 7-unknown. In 1970, it

was recommended for growers under the name of Aori 2 go. In October 1973 it was renamed

as ‘Tsﬁgaru’ and in November 1975, it was registered at Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry,
2. Fruit ‘ '

Large, 9 2cm. in average diameter, oblong; stem clubbed, mediwn in length; skin greenish—
vellow, 50-70% blushed with light red and overlaid with stripes of carmine, best suited to the
regions where the difference of day— and night —temparature is rather great in the period of
coloring ; cavity broad, deep, regular ; flesh yellowish-white, fine, rather firm, very sweet with
a slight mingling of acid. juicy, better than Mclntosh in dessert quality ; basin broad, deep,
regular; its faults are: tendency to develop russet on the lateral fruits, susceptibility to Brook’s
fruit spot (Mycosphaerella pomi Lindau}, watercore, and pre-~harvest drop, therefore, requires
two or three pickings; matures in the midlle to late of September at Kuroishi ; keeps untill
late October in common storage.

3. Tree

Medium in size, moderately vigorous, tends to be upright when young, becomes spreading
with age, life of drooped branches relatively short, fruit bearing branches' consist of rather
long laterals rather than spurs, tends to bear alternately; leaves smaller than Golden
Delicious, elliptical in form, more coarsely serrate than Golden Delicious, tolerate to Alternaria
leaf blotch (Alternaria mali Robert), leaves of the current season’s extension shoois sometimes
become chlorotic in the midlle of July and the affected leaves fall from the shoots ; flower
medium in size, blooms in May 13 an average of 17 years, same time as Golden Delicious at
Kuroishi, petal color pale pink, pollen fertility 90:2%, serves as good pollen sourse of other

varieties.
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Fig. 2. Cross-section of Tsugaru

Fig. 3. Original tree of Tsugaru
~ Pictured and measured in April 1972, just before cut off
Trunk girth 86.3cm
Tree height 3.60m
Tree spread  6.60m (East-west)
5.22m (South-north)
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